S7270

Whereas, during World War II and for years
following the Allied victory, members of the
MFAA worked tirelessly to locate, identify,
catalogue, restore, and repatriate priceless
works of art and irreplaceable cultural arti-
facts, including masterpieces by Da Vinci,
Michelangelo, Rembrandt, and Vermeer, that
had been stolen or sequestered by the Axis
powers;

Whereas the heroic actions of the MFAA in
saving priceless works of art and irreplace-
able cultural artifacts for future generations
cannot be overstated, and set a moral prece-
dent and established standards, practices,
and procedures for the preservation, protec-
tion, and restitution of artistic and cultural
treasures in future armed conflicts;

Whereas members of the MFAA went on to
become renowned directors and curators of
preeminent international cultural institu-
tions, including the National Gallery of Art,
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Mu-
seum of Modern Art, the Toledo Museum of
Art, and the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art,
as well as professors at institutions of higher
education, including Harvard University,
Yale University, Princeton University, New
York University, Williams College, and Co-
lumbia University;

Whereas other members of the MFAA were
founders, presidents, and members of asso-
ciations such as the New York City Ballet,
the American Association of Museums, the
American Association of Museum Directors,
the Archaeological Institute of America, the
Society of Architectural Historians, the
American Society of Landscape Architects,
the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and the National Endowment for the Arts, as
well as respected artists, architects, musi-
cians, and archivists; and

Whereas members of the MFAA have never
been collectively honored for their service
and contributions to humanity, and they are
deserving of the utmost acknowledgment,
gratitude, and recognition, in particular the
12 known Monuments Men who are still
alive: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the men and women who
served in the Monuments, Fine Arts, and Ar-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

chives program (MFAA) under the Civil Af-
fairs and Military Government Sections of
the United States Armed Forces for their he-
roic role in the preservation, protection, and
restitution of monuments, works of art, and
other artifacts of inestimable cultural im-
portance in Europe and Asia during and fol-
lowing World War II;

(2) recognizes that without their dedica-
tion and service, many more of the world’s
artistic and historic treasures would have
been destroyed or lost forever amidst the
chaos and destruction of World War II;

(3) acknowledges that the detailed cata-
logues, documentation, inventories, and pho-
tographs developed and compiled by MFAA
personnel during and following World War II
have made and continue to make possible
the restitution of stolen works of art to their
rightful owners; and

(4) commends and extols the members of
the MFAA for establishing a precedent for
action to protect cultural property in the
event of armed conflict, and by their action
setting a standard not just for one country,
but for people of all nations to acknowledge
and uphold.

———————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 7,
2007

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 10 a.m., later
today, Thursday, June 7; that later
today, on Thursday, following the
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the
morning hour be deemed expired, and
the time for the two leaders reserved
for their use later in the day; that the
Senate then resume consideration of S.
1348 and there then be an hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees for debate to run concurrently
with respect to the Coburn amendment
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No. 1311, as modified, and the motion
to invoke cloture on the substitute
amendment; that no amendments be in
order to the Coburn amendment prior
to the vote; and that upon the use or
yielding back of time, the Senate pro-
ceed to vote in relation to the Coburn
amendment No. 1311, as modified; that
upon disposition of the Coburn amend-
ment, without further intervening ac-
tion or debate, the Senate proceed to
vote on the motion to invoke cloture
on the substitute amendment; that
Members have until 10:30 a.m. to file
any germane second-degree amend-
ments.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, if
there is no further business today, I
now ask unanimous consent that the
Senate stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:41 a.m., adjourned until Thursday,
June 7, 2007, at 10 a.m.

DISCHARGED NOMINATION

The Senate Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs was
discharged from further consideration
of the following nomination and the
nomination was placed on the Execu-
tive Calendar pursuant to an order of
the Senate of January 9, 2007:

*MICHAEL W. TANKERSLEY, OF TEXAS, TO BE INSPEC-
TOR GENERAL, EXPORT-IMPORT BANK.

*NOMINEE HAS COMMITTED TO RESPOND TO REQUESTS
TO APPEAR AND TESTIFY BEFORE ANY DULY CON-
STITUTED COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.
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